Rise Up And Shout!

FAQ

What is the ‘showcase event’ of Rise Up And Shout!?

The showcase event is a performance of dance, song, film, poetry and other voices of gay and lesbian youth.  It represents the culmination of a year-long effort between professionals in the gay community (filmmakers, authors, acting coaches and other mentors) and the gay youth with whom they work.  These are the talented voices of the next gay generation.

What makes the showcase event unique?

Most gay and lesbian youth never have the opportunity for mentoring, or even meeting, professionals and other adults in the gay community.  The coming together and working side by side of the generations creates a unique synergy that brings out the voices of the youth in their full vitality.  

What is meant by ‘mentoring’?

Mentoring is one of the oldest forms of teaching.  It is based on the principle that everyone has a certain style of gift or talent that is best discovered and trained by someone of similar style who is further advanced in his or her particular field.  Rise Up And Shout! works to pair youth and adults of similar talent for the purpose of bringing the voice of the youth further out into the world.  

How are the youth  selected?

Youth are selected through an audition process that is both competitive and supportive.  Because the culmination of efforts is a showcase event, the youth need to be ready, or far enough along in their talents, to perform.  If this is not the case, trained therapists and counselors work with the youth to try to find other options for them, such as continued practice and another attempt at the next Rise Up And Shout!     

How are the adults selected?

Rise Up And Shout! is organized and produced by a committee of leaders in the gay and lesbian community who are committed to the mentoring and support of gay and lesbian youth.  Please see our ‘About Us’ page for more details. 

